Architecture I
Dossin

Chapter 3 Project Exercise- Real Estate

Most people have a “dream home” in the back of their mind which they hope to someday build. However, when
thinking about your dream home you need to think beyond the house itself and look at other factors. Items like
community attributes, local zoning restrictions, family lifestyle, etc. will all play a factor in you and your
family’s quality of living.

Assignment
You are in the market for a home and it is time to go house shopping. Using the internet go to real estate
websites such as www.realtor.com or www.century2l.com , etc, to find a house. Choose the city you live in
currently or have an interest in living in some day. When you are looking for a house keep in mind the
following primary considerations. You may have to look at sites other than the realtor ones to answer these. For
example, type the address of your potential new home into Google Earth and look at what type of properties,
structures, etc surround the property.

Site Location & Characteristics
Community Attributes
Zoning Restrictions
Family Lifestyle
Quality of Living
School District
Near or Far from Shopping Areas
Airport or Major Traffic Artery
Is the Community in a Growing Area or Stagnant One?
Topography (Rolling or flat, high, low, dry, wet, trees....)
Climate
Do people take pride in their homes?
Sewer, Natural Gas, Propane, Septic, City Water, Well
Building/ Site Restrictions

These primary considerations are explained in the reading on the following pages.

Print off a copy of the house you choose. In a word document outline and explain the Primary Considerations as
they relate to the house you picked. Print this off along with a copy of the real-estate listing for the house you
selected and turn in.
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After studying this chapter, you will be able to: 2
= Evaluate a given site with respect to important ,’_“
considerations. f;‘ﬁ“ . —
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» Discuss key site consideration, restrictions,
zoning, and codes. =

* Record topographical features of a site.

» List family needs that should be considered o
when planning a dwelling.

* Describe the basic construction drawings HBUGHTON
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used to build a structure. %,
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Most people have a ‘‘dream home’’ in the
back of their mind which they hope to build some
day. However, few people think beyond the
house itself to the site location and characteris-
tics, community attributes, zoning restrictions,
family lifestyle, and quality of living. These con-
siderations, in many instances, are just as impor- i
tant as the size and room arrangement of the
house.
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SITE CONSIDERATIONS Fig. 3-1. A homesite is always a part of a larger
community —subdivision, city, or state.
{Midwestern Consulting, Inc.)

The site is more than just a plot of land—it is
part of a larger community, Fig. 3-1. It is located
in a certain school district and is either nearor far o, sloping site is ideal for a split-level home. A
from shopping areas. An airport or major traffic  gjte which has many trees may require a house
artery may be nearby. The site is in a growing  with large windows and generous use of natural
community or a stagnant one. The tOF}Ogrﬂpf_"Y 'S materials. Every effort should be made to take
rolling or flat, high and dry or low and wet, bigor ¢ advantage of site characteristics in planning
small, wooded or treeless. It is located inawarm 4o home. The structure should appear to be part
orcold climate. The site, next to the houseitself, ¢ 1he site. It should blend in with the surro:'nd-
'S probably the most expensive item of invest- ings rather than stand apart from them
ment. It must be evaluated carefully to realize its :
Potential as a vital part of the home and its

setting. THE COMMUNITY
The characteristics of a site frequently indi-
cate the basic type of house that would be best The neighborhood should be evaluated on the

Iseuitad_ for that site. For example, flat topography  following points: (1) Is the community a
nds itself to a ranch or two-story house. A hilly  “’‘planned’’ community, Fig. 3-2, or one that has
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Fig. 3-2. A planned community neighborhood takes advan-
tage of the natural site characteristics,
[Midwestern Consulting, Inc. )
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COST AND RESTRICTIONS

to state exactly what per.
cost of a home should be

ad for the site, This depends on many con-
:J'I:it:a":aﬂans. The price, however, should be ex.
amined carefully to determine if it takes into
consideration needed improvements such ag
grading, fill, tree removal, and drainage. The
cost of the lot should also take into account the
amount of frontage it has and whether or not it ig
a corner lot. Assessments are usually propor-
tional to length of frontage, therefore, corner
lots are more expensive.

A title search should be instituted before pur-
chasing the lot to determine if there are any legal
claims against the property. The deed, Fig. 3-4,
will show any restrictions or easements at-
tached to the property. Restrictions may specify
the style of house that may be built on the lot,
size of the house, type of landscaping, or even
the overall cost of the house, Easements may
allow utilities to cross the property or may pre-
vent the filling of a low area which must remain
:or d{""‘“ purposes. The title and deed are

éry iImportant documents and should be exam-

ined carefully by a competent _
the lot is purchased, i attorney before

It is not possible
centage of the total

ZONING AND CODES

Investi
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Fig. 3-8. Design is import
this unigue ranch structure. (

available across the country and are produced in
standard sizes. If home designers know what
these standard sizes are and actively plan their
structure around them, a more economical build-
ing with less wasted material will result. For ex-
ample, it would probably cost no more 1o build a
house with overall dimensions of 40" x 60’ than
a house of 39" x 59'. The 40" x 60" house will
provide considerable extra floor space for the
same cost.

A quick survey of representative construction
material sizes as shown below will provide some
guidelines for the designer:

Plywood — 4'x 8’

Paneling — 4’ x 8°

Construction Lumber—lengths of 8’, 10’,

12', 145 167

Concrete Blocks —modules of 4’

Typical guidelines:

1. Exterior walls should be modular lengths
(multiples of 4’ or at least multiples of 2').

2. Plan for the use of materials with as little
waste as possible.

3. Plan exterior rooms with an eye on standard
sizes. (Example: carpet is produced in 12’
and 15’ widths.)

4. V\.;atllis} should be modular heights (multiples
of 4'),

QUALITY OF LIVING

The location of the site, the characteristics of

the site itself, Fig. 3-9, the si

. Fig. : ze and layout of th
houm_e, and.many other factors all add up to ;
certain quality of living. It is the designer’s job to
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ant. Note how the lines and use of mare_n’afs com,
The Atrium Door and Window Corporation)

plement each other in

Fig. 3-8. Imagine the site and design considerations neces:
sary to construct this Frank Lioyd Wright home.
(Western Pennsylvania Conservancy)

take advantage of as many aspects as possible
to Increase the quality of living in the structures
being designed. The quality of living provided by
the structure is a measure of the success of the
designer in solving a problem.




