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   Energize High    

What are you being asked to do?

Energize High in Michigan has set aside a little money to make energy efficiency improvements to some of its classrooms. The principal is in charge of deciding what improvements are made. Her first step was to survey the teachers, students, staff, and parents on what their needs and interests were. The principal got back conflicting ideas. She needs your help to sort them out. She would like you to conduct an energy audit of your classroom, on the assumption that your school building is very similar to the Energize High building. This will give her an estimate of how much energy a classroom uses. She then wants you to write a report making recommendations to her on what she should do. In your recommendations, she would like you to take into account the different values of people at her school, cost, energy savings, and environmental impact.
What do people think at Energize High?
The principal of Energize High went around the school and interviewed people about the possibility of energy improvements. She asked them:

1. Where is energy being wasted in the school?
2. How do you feel about energy efficiency and conservation?
3. What improvements do you recommend to help the school save money? 
Here is what people said:

Teacher

“I know the school is going to tell me that I have to get rid of my appliances, but I need them to teach. How am I supposed to do science experiments if I can’t keep the materials cold in the refrigerator? I need the DVD player to show a video. If I had to share these appliances, they would never be available and would take a lot of my precious time to reserve it, pick it up, and drop it off.  Teachers already have too much to do. I think that the school should focus their energy efficiency and conservation program on the lighting. The lights are always on even when people aren’t in the building.”

Student

“Whenever I hear ‘energy efficiency and conservation,’ I think sacrifice.  The school is going to ask us to give up something. I am not giving up any computer time. How am I supposed to do my homework if I can’t use the computer after school? Or they are going to turn down the heat. I am not wearing shorts to gym if they turn down the heat!  I am not going to sacrifice anything. School is already hard enough. If they want to save money, they should start recycling instead of freezing me out of the building. “

Parent

“Too much money is being wasted at the school. The school should become more energy efficient so more money can be spent on education.  The school should buy new energy efficient appliances, aerators for the sinks, or digital thermostats. These items would save the school so much money each year and there would be more money for art, music, books, and computers.”

Administrator

“Each month we pay a lot of money for all the energy we use and I thought one way to pay less would be through energy conservation and efficiency improvements. The problem is that we have very little money to make these improvements. People want me to buy new appliances, but I just don’t have the money to do that. I think I should focus my attention on conservation behaviors, such as turning off computers and lights. I just don’t know if people will do it though. We already ask people to turn off the lights when they are not in the room, but when I walk down the hall there are a lot of rooms with all the lights on with no one in them.”

Reflection Questions
How would you answer the principles questions? Record your answers below:

a) Where is energy being wasted in the school?

b) How do you feel about energy efficiency and conservation?

c) What improvements do you recommend to help the school save money? 
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